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April 2026

Research Funding Opportunities Bulletin
A Monthly Digest of Funding Opportunities to Fuel your Research

Welcome to the latest funding bulletin, featuring funding opportunities, resources, and announcements to support your pursuit of

funding. Navigate funding opportunities by focus: Multidisciplinary, Science & Engineering, and Social Sciences & Humanities. You'll

also find helpful icons that indicate the funding vehicle, whether it's from a private foundation, a corporate source, or a federal/state

agency.
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OCFR Staffing Changes

Please be advised of the following leadership changes within the Office of Corporate and Foundation Relations:

After a distinguished 25-year career at Rice, our wonderful Assistant Vice President Katie Cervenka has retired. We thank her
for her dedicated service and wish her the best in her retirement.

Senior Director of Corporate Relations Leah Aschmann is also departing Rice after 14 years to join the American Cancer
Society. We appreciate her invaluable contributions and wish her success in her new role.

Interim Contact regarding corporate relations: Carla Crowe

Upcoming Events

Join us at our Open House to Discuss Your Funding Needs – April 3, 9-11 a.m., Dandelion Cafe
Join us for our monthly open house and bring questions about foundation funding strategy, corporate engagement strategy,

safeguarding your innovations, managing collaborations, etc. Members of OCFR, ORD, and OTT will be there Friday, April 3 at

Dandelion Café, 9-11 a.m.

This informal drop-in session is a great opportunity to:

Explore corporate and private funding (OCFR) and public funding (ORD) opportunities.
Share your research and receive personalized advice on funding strategies.
Connect with OTT experts who can advise your research commercialization efforts.

As always, coffee is on us! We look forward to seeing you there.
 

 

Rice OTT Connection Corner: Get Expert Tech Transfer Guidance
Have questions about intellectual property, licensing, or commercializing your research? The new OTT Connection Corner offers

virtual drop-in office hours where you can get expert guidance without an appointment.

Whether you're a faculty member with a new discovery, a graduate student exploring entrepreneurship, or staff supporting research

commercialization, our experts are ready to help. We can answer questions about the intellectual property lifecycle, research

contracts, online forms, and general tech transfer procedures.

When: 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of every month

Time: 12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Where: Virtual Zoom Meeting

Password: RiceOTT!

Planning to attend? Let us know ahead of time at techtran@rice.edu so we can have the right expert available for your
specific questions.
 

 

Office of Research Development Workshop Sessions for Spring 2026

Proposal Workshop: NSF CAREER (Part 1): Information Session Series

The two-phase ORD CAREER workshop is structured as a sequence of sessions that guide faculty from initial orientation

through proposal submission. Part 1 of the program begins with an overview of the solicitation and proposal

requirements, continues with a panel of previous CAREER awardees who share their experiences, and includes a session

with representatives from Rice offices who outline resources for educational and broader impact activities.

Follow the link for dates and times.

Speakers: Tanya Karamchandani and Vasudha Bharadwaj

Date: Wednesday April 8

Time: 11:00 am to 12:50 pm

Register Here

 

Lunch & Learn: How to Enhance your Grantsmanship

The ORD partners with the OCFR for this session. We look at best practices in grantsmanship for a wide variety of funding

opportunities, and the similarities and differences between federal agencies and foundations. The workshop-style session will walk

you through how you can assess fit, think strategically, and prepare the most competitive proposals as you build your funding

portfolio in a competitive environment. 

Speakers: Vasudha Bharadwaj and Ted Walker (OCFR)

Wednesday, April 15 (11:00 a.m. to 12:50 p.m.)

Register Here

 

Proposal Workshop: NSF Career (Phase 2): Writing Session Series
During Phase 2 of the ORD CAREER workshop, participants will focus on drafting their Project Summary and Project Description,

exchanging feedback with peers and receiving guidance from the workshop facilitators (two research development specialists from

ORD). After the group sessions, each participant will be paired with an ORD/S specialist who provides one-on-one editing support

and assists with arranging a mock review session with a team of colleagues, mentors, and other experts chosen by the CAREER

applicant. This structure establishes a consistent process for moving faculty through learning, drafting, revising, and external review,

while providing both group-based and individualized support to strengthen their CAREER proposals. 

Speakers: Tanya Karamchandani and Vasudha Bharadwaj

Wednesdays, April 22, April 29, May 6, May 13, May 20, May 27

(11:00 a.m. to 12:50 p.m.)

Register Here

Helpful Links

Access the archive of bulletins here.

Check out the private foundations limited submissions calendar here.

Explore the early career webpage for timely resources and support.

Check out the Private Foundations Limited Submission Funding Opportunities web page.

 

Active Limited Submissions

For certain funding opportunities, Rice can only submit a limited number of proposals. When this occurs, we hold internal
competitions to determine which application(s) will be submitted to the sponsor. If you're interested in a limited
submission opportunity, you must complete and submit an internal Notice of Intent and/or an internal Pre-proposal
before the internal deadline(s). An interdisciplinary Research Awards Committee will then review all pre-proposals and
inform applicants if they've been selected to move forward.

Currently active limited submission opportunities:

Brain Research Foundation | Brain Research Foundation Innovation Grant |

The objective of the innovation grant is to support projects that may be too innovative and speculative for

traditional funding sources but still have a high likelihood of producing important findings. It is expected that

investigations supported by these grants will yield high impact findings and result in major grant applications and

significant publications in high impact journals.

Funding: Up to $150,000 

Application Deadline: Thursday, April 30, 2026

If you have any questions about the limited submissions process, please contact Jalon Martin, the Research Development
Coordinator in the Office of Research.
 

Multidisciplinary  Opportunities Funding Highlights

Foundation Opportunities

Burroughs Wellcome Fund | Climate Change and Human Health Seed Grants  
The Burroughs Wellcome Fund is opening their Climate Change and Human Health
Seed Grants program to fund projects that investigate the impact of climate change
on human health. Program areas of interest include: Linking basic/earlybiomedical
science to climate-focused thinking, Biomedical research, Healthcare delivery
outside institutions, Extreme weather's impact on health/health systems, and
Outreach, communication, and education around climate and human health.
Funding: $2,500 – $50,000 | Application Deadline: April 23
 
Huo Family Foundation | Junior Faculty Research Grants: Effects of the Usage
of Digital Technology on Brain Development, Social Behaviours and Mental
Health in Children and Young People
HFF is interested in research exploring the effects of the usage of and exposure to
digital technologies (social media, online gaming, and/or AI chatbots) on children and
young people ages 2-24. Projects should study these technologies' impact on brain
development and function (including physiological responses), social behavior and
interactions, and/or the wellbeing and mental health of the stated age demographic.
Applicants must have started their junior faculty position in January 2023 or later.
Funding: Up to $688,500 | Application Deadline: May 1
 
National Brain Tumor Society | Quality of Life Research Grants
NBTS invites researchers to submit patient-centered Quality of Life (QoL) research
proposals, including clinical research and trials, aimed at improving the health and
wellbeing of adults, young adults, or children diagnosed with primary brain and CNS
malignant tumors. To be considered for funding, projects must address one of the
two focus areas: Survivorship (addressing concerns of brain tumor surviors
throughout their lives) and Behaviorial & Emotional Healthcare/Support (includes
mental health, depression, anxiety, coping and caregiver burden and distress,
nutrition, exercise, sleep, and complementary therapies). Funding: $300,000 |
Application Deadline: April 27
 
One Mind | Rising Star Awards
One Mind is inviting junior faculty in neuroscience, psychiatry, psychology, and
related disciplines to submit proposals spanning basic/preclinical, translational,
and/or clinical research for psychiatric disorders. Transdiagnostic investigations and
research that bring the field closer to precision psychiatry will be given special
attention. Illustrative examples include metabolomics biomarkers, gut microbiome-
brain interactions, psychedelics, closed-loop neurostimulation, (AI/ML)-based
biomarkers, and predictive analytics-based models for evaluating risk or treatment
efficacy.. Funding: Up to $200,000| Application Deadline: May 20
 
Water Research Foundation|
Alternative Approaches to Water Shutoffs for Non-Payment of Bills  
WRF is seeking projects that evaluate alternatives to water shutoffs for non-payment
of bills. Projects should analyze how billing practices, third-party resources, and
various penalty structures impact both utility financial sustainability and customer
payment behavior. Funding: Up to $200,000| Application Deadline: May 20
 
Inernational OCD Foundation | Innovator Award
The IOCDF grantmaking program funds projects that investigate topics in the field of
OCD, with a focus on finding a cure through prevention or treatment. The 2026 topic
of interest is "Addressing the OCD Care Crisis for All," which includes tackling the
lack of screening for OCD, lack of training for OCD clinicians, poor adherence to
professional standards, lack of affordable healthcare, lack of OCD public awareness,
and stigma surrounding OCD. Applicants must have at least five years of research
experience following the completion of their terminal degree to be eligible for the
Innovator Award. Funding: up to $300,000| Application Deadline: Application
Deadline: April 14
 
St. Baldrick’s Foundation |
Survivorship and Supportive Care Research Grant Awards  
St. Baldrick’s Foundation is soliciting proposals for one-year research projects that
focus on survivorship and supportive care of children/adolescents with cancer.
Examples of eligible topics include but are not limited to: the burden of morbidity,
cause-specific mortality, pathogenesis of treatment-related complications, patient-
reported outcomes or quality of life, health communication, health promotion, and
psychosocial support from diagnosis to survivorship or end-of-life care. Projects can
be in any discipline of basic, clinical, translational, or epidemiological research.
Funding: up to $50,000 | LOI Deadline: April 17

Corporate Opportunities

Springer Nature | Nature Awards 2026 Inspiring Women in Science
The Nature Awards: Inspiring Women in Science, in partnership with The Estée
Lauder Companies, is a global initiative celebrating women’s achievements in STEM
and those fostering the next generation of female scientists. The program offers two
distinct categories: Scientific Achievement, for non-tenured early-career women
researchers within 10 years of their M.D./Ph.D. who have made significant
contributions to the natural sciences or engineering, and Science Outreach, for
individuals or teams of any gender running initiatives that encourage girls to engage
with STEM or improve the retention of women in scientific careers. Two winners (one
per category) receive $50,000 USD, while two runners-up receive $5,000 USD.
Funding: Up to $50,000 | Application Deadline: April 8, 11:59 p.m. UTC
 

Federal Opportunities
Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute | Advancing the Science of
Engagement in Research
PCORI is soliciting proposals that focus on either 1) the development and validation
of engagement measures in research or 2) the development and/or testing of
engagement methods in research. Applications regarding the development/validation
of measures are strongly encouraged to address one or more of the following
concepts: Engagement context, Engagement activities, and/or Research outcomes.
Funding: up to $1M for the development and validation of engagement
measures; up to $1.5M for testing effective engagement approaches | LOI
Deadline: April 28

Foundational Expectations for Research Partnerships
April 10th Applicant Town Hall

Google

Google PhD Fellowship Program

 

The application period is now open for
the 2026 cycle of the Google PhD
fellowship program. Each university
can nominate up to four Ph.D.
students; direct applications from
students are not accepted. To meet the
global deadline of April 30, please
submit an internal pre-proposal for
reviewal by an central internal
committee who will select the four Rice
nominees. See below for more details.

The Google PhD fellowship program
aims to support outstanding Ph.D.
students worldwide conducting
innovative research in computer
science and related fields who seek to
influence the future of technology. The
Fellowship program lasts up to 2
years, and recipients receive funding
to support education costs (tuition and
fees), living expenses, travel, and
personal equipment. Research areas
of focus include: Algorithms, Computer
Architecture, Health Research, HCI,
Machine Learning, Machine
Perception, NLP, Privacy/Security,
Quantum Computing, Software
Engineering, and Systems/Networking.
Please review the program FAQs for
eligibility requirements as they vary by
region.

Internal pre-proposals must include the
following materials in a single, flat (not
portfolio) PDF file:
1. Student CV with links to website and
publications.
2. Research/dissertation proposal
(maximum 3 pages, excluding
references).
3. A confirmation email from the
student's primary advisor indicating
support.
4. Short (1-page) CV of the student's
primary advisor.
5. 2-3 letters of recommendation from
those familiar with the nominee's work
(at least one from the thesis advisor).
6. Student essay response (350-word
limit) to: "Describe the desired impact
your research will make on the field
and society, and why this is important
to you. Include any personal,
educational and/or professional
experiences that have motivated your
research interests."
7. Student essay response (350-word
limit) to: "Describe an example of your
leadership experience in which you
have positively influenced others,
helped resolve disputes, or contributed
to group efforts over time. (A
leadership role can mean more than
just a title...)."
8. Transcripts of current and previous
academic records.

Please send all applications and any
questions to Paula Willrich, Assistant
Director of Corporate Relations, at
paula.willrich@rice.edu by Wednesday,
April 15, 5:00 p.m. to be considered for
nomination..

Funding: $85,000 per year for tuition
and fees, living expenses, travel,
and personal equipment (effective
from 2025 for new recipients)

Internal Pre-proposal Deadline: April
15, 11:59 p.m.

 

Amazon Research Awards

Call for Proposals - Spring 2026

 

Amazon Research Awards has
announced the Spring 2026 call for
proposals (CFP) for the AI for
Information Security, AWS Agentic AI,
Amazon 2030, Amazon Security, Build
on Trainium: Accelerating Post-
Training, Build on Trainium: Kernels for
ML Acceleration, and Robotics
research areas. Proposals will be
reviewed for the quality of their
scientific content, creativity, and their
potential for impact at scale. Proposals
related to theory, practice, and novel
new techniques are all welcome. ARA
provides grant recipients unrestricted
funds and AWS promotional credits.
Funded projects are assigned an
Amazon research contact, and
recipients also receive training
resources, including AWS tutorials and
hands-on sessions with Amazon
scientists and engineers. Before
applying, researchers are encouraged
to visit the ARA website and read the
frequently asked questions for more
specific program information.

Funding: Varies by CFP

Application Deadline: May 6, 11:59
p.m. PT

Social Sciences & Humanities Funding Opportunities

Foundation Opportunities
Arnold Ventures | Causal Research on the Impacts of Cell Phone Policies in K-12 Schools
AV’s Evidence & Evaluation team is seeking proposals that explore the academic, behavioral, and mental health impacts of
cell phone policies in K-12 schools in the United States. This RFP will support both Randomized Controlled Trials (RCTs)
and Quasi-Experimental Designs (QEDs) that generate credible causal effects and actionable insights for policymakers and
school/district leaders implementing such policies. Funding: Varies | LOI Deadline: May 1

Spencer Foundation | Small Research Grants on Education Program
This program is seeking research projects that innovatively investigate questions central to education. Proposal submissions
are not in response to a specific request for a particular research topic, discipline, design, method, or location in education.
The Spencer Foundation welcomes projects from a wide range of topics and discplines including for example education,
anthropology, philosophy, psychology, sociology, law, economics, history, or neuroscience, amongst others. Funding: Up to
$50,000 | Application Deadline: April 15

Spencer Foundation | Racial Equity Research Grants
This program is seeking research projects that will help disrupt racial inequality in education and reimagine generative
possibilities to advance educational equity. The Spencer Foundation especially encourages proposals that focus on the
following areas: Youth and educator mental health, Innovative and community-based approaches to workforce development,
and Innovative approaches at the intersections of quantitative methods and racial equity. Funding: Up to $75,000 | LOI
Deadline: May 4

Taiwan Foundation for Democracy | International Grants Program
TFD is seeking projects that leverage Taiwan's experience in democracy and human rights development, address the
challenges to democracy and human rights raised by China, and/or strengthen democracy and human rights in East Asia
(including both Northeast and Southeast Asia). Acceptable project categories include advocacy projects, research,
conferences, publications, and educational programs. Funding: $3,000 - $20,000 | Application Deadline: April 15

Caplan Foundation for Early Childhood | Early Childhood Grants
The Caplan Foundation for Early Childhood is seeking imaginative proposals that exhibit the greatest chance of improving
the lives of young children (ages 0-7 years) on a national scale. Funding areas include Parenting Education, Early
Childhood Welfare, and/or Early Childhood Education and Play. Funding: Varies | LOI Deadline: May 31

Donaghue Foundation | Greater Value Portfolio
The Greater Value Portfolio grant program is seeking research projects that offer actionable solutions towards combatting
the symptoms of low-value healthcare. Areas of interest include High and rising healthcare costs; Unwarranted pricing
variations; Racial and ethnic disparities in healthcare access, costs, and outcomes; Excessive financial burden of care on
patients and families; Inconsistency in the quality of care delivered; and Lack of price and outcome transparency in
healthcare services. To be eligible for this award, the applicant must partner with an organization that delivers healthcare
services or be a researcher based in a research unit embedded in a healthcare organization. Funding: Up to $500,000 |
LOI Deadline: April 30

American Psychological Foundation | Direct Action Visionary Grants
The APF Direct Action Visionary Grants fund evidence-based psychological projects that address the pressing needs of
communities facing prejudice, bias, intolerance, and/or bigotry. Projects must support APF's 4 Visionary Priorities: Serve
marginalized communities, End prejudice & stigma, Prevent violence, and Explore mind-body health connections. Funding:
Up to $60,000 | LOI Deadline: April 30

Alfred P. Sloan Foundation | Economic Research on the Returns to R&D Investment
The Sloan Foundation is seeking primary research that can help develop consensus estimates of the return on investments
in research and development (R&D). This call aims to spur rigorous, empirical studies that can narrow the range of existing
estimates and inform public and private R&D investment decisions. Topics of interest include, but are not limited to:
Estimating returns; Spillovers, welfare, and policy; and Methodology (refining measurement frameworks to reconcile data
discrepancies). Funding: $250,000 | LOI Deadline: April 30

Hinrich Foundation | International Trade Research Program
The Hinrich Foundation supports trade research projects that advance the understanding of global trade issues and support
policy development. This program will fund research particularly related to the following topics: trade governance, trade
geopolitics, digital trade, global supply chain resiliance and security, industry/economic development, FDI, trade
workforce/education, and environmental trade. Funding: Varies | Application Deadline: May 31

RRF Foundation for Aging | Research Grants
RRF is seeking research that identifies interventions, policies, and practices to improve the well-being of older adults and/or
their caregivers. Preference is given to projects aimed at generating practical knowledge and guidance that can be used by
advocates, policy-makers, providers, and the aging network. Of particular interest are interventional trials, translational
studies, health services and policy research, projects building on the investigator’s past studies, and/or proposals including
robust dissemination plans, if appropriate. Funding: Varies | LOI Deadline: May 1

RRF Foundation for Aging | Advocacy Grants
RRF funds advocacy projects improving public policy for older persons. Of particular interest are projects that advance
policy issues for older people, use clearly focused and strategic efforts to address systemic problems, and/or forge
partnerships with organizations to achieve greater impact. Funding: Varies | LOI Deadline: May 1

RRF Foundation for Aging | Knowledge Sharing and Awareness Raising Grants
RRF funds knowledge-sharing and awareness-raising projects that convey meaningful information, shape narratives, and
drive positive change for the aging community. Of particular interest are projects that establish/expand focused learning
communities educating professionals in the field of aging and aging-related fields, disseminate tools/strategies improving the
quality of life for older adults and their caregivers, build awareness campaigns to inform and engage diverse stakeholders in
meaningful solutions, and/or educate journalists, the media, and non-traditional partners on aging issues.. Funding: Varies |
LOI Deadline: May 1

Science and Engineering Funding Opportunities

Foundation Opportunities

Schmidt Sciences | AI for Actionable Matter Modeling
The AI for Actionable Matter Modeling program is seeking proposals that develop AI methods to predict non-idealities
(defects, interfaces, disorder, dynamics) and/or multi-scale phenomena in technologically relevant materials/molecules.
Funding: Track I: Up to $100,000; Track II: $100,000 - $500,000 | Application Deadline: April 30

Schmidt Sciences | Unconventional Compute
The Unconventional Compute program is interested in funding the creation of hardware NOT based on conventional
CPUs/GPUs that will solve specific, well-defined technological problems. Funding: Track I: $50,000 - $150,000; Track II:
$150,000 - $750,000 | Application Deadline: April 30

Schmidt Sciences | Science of Trustworthy AI
The Science of Trustworthy AI program is seeking research that improves our ability to understand, predict, and control risks
from frontier AI systems while enabling their trustworthy deployment. Funding: Tier 1: Up to $1M; Tier 2: $1M-5M+ |
Application Deadline: May 17

Schmidt Sciences | AI Interpretability
The AI Interpretability program is seeking research that detects deceptive behaviors exhibited by LLMs and steers their
reasoning to eliminate such behaviors. Funding: $300k - $1M | Application Deadline: May 26

Schmidt Sciences | FirstLight Awards
The Scmidt Sciences Astrophysics & Space Center is soliciting proposals for the FirstLight Awards program, which funds
early-career researchers using the Eric and Wendy Schmidt Observatory System to make groundreaking astronomical
discoveries. Applicants must have completed their PhD within 10 years of the application deadline. Funding: Up to $2.5M |
Application Deadline: April 17

Craig H. Neilsen Foundation | Translational Spectrum Grants
The Neilsen Foundation's Translational Spectrum Grants support the development of new approaches to restore/enhance
function and prevent or alleviate complications that arise after traumatic spinal cord injury (SCI). Studies should demonstrate
novelty, scientific merit, and the potential for substantial impact on SCI treatment and care. Inclusion of individuals with lived
SCI experience is encouraged. Funding: Up to $400,000 | LOI Deadline: May 22

Dana Foundation | Neuroscience and Society
The Dana Foundation has an open call for LOIs in three program areas at the intersection of neuroscience and society:
Education, NextGen, and Frontiers. Neuroscience and Society grant applications are made to one of the three program
areas. Funding: Up to $150,000 | LOI Deadline: May 22

Alex's Lemonade Stand Foundation | Reach Grant
ALSF is seeking pre-clinical research projects addressing childhood cancer for patients under 19 years of age. The goal of
this award is to support translational studies that will result in a phase I and/or II clinical trial, 2-3 years from the project end
date. Topics of interest include but aren’t limited to, completing IND-enabling studies, providing requisite pre-clinical data for
clinical trial development, or validating biomarkers that will enable patient selection for new clinical trials. Funding: $250,000
| Application Deadline: April 14

Whitehall Foundation | Research Grants
Whitehall Foundation is soliciting proposals for basic research in neurobiology, defined as follows: Invertebrate and
vertebrate (excluding clinical) neurobiology, specifically investigations of neural mechanisms involved in sensory, motor, and
other complex functions of the whole organism as these relate to behavior. The overall project goal should be to better
understand behavioral output or brain mechanisms of behavior. Whitehall Foundation prefers to support assistant professors
at the beginning of their careers, but faculty of all academic ranks are welcome to apply. Investigators who have substantial
extramural funding (more than $200k per year) are NOT eligible for funding. Funding: Up to $300,000 | LOI Deadline:
April 15

Ann Theodore Foundation & Milken Institute | ATF Sarcoidosis Inhibitor of mTOR (SIM) Trial
ATF and the Milken Institute are seeking clinical trial proposals assessing mTOR inhibitor efficacy and safety in people with
cutaneous sarcoidosis. Trials must be at a mid-stage of clinical testing, ideally Phase 2a or 2b. Funding: Up to $575,000 |
Application Deadline: April 20

ALS Network | 2026 Funding
The ALS Network, in partnership with ALS United, fosters innovation in ALS research, including basic, translational, and
causal research. The foundation is requesting proposals for bold, imaginative projects designed to solve critical problems in
ALS using innovative technology or methods. Funding: Up to $150,000 | LOI Deadline: April 20

Environmental Research & Education Foundation | Research Grants
EREF supports research addressing all areas of integrated solid waste management, with a strong focus towards
sustainable solid waste management practices. Proposals must relate to one of the three priority areas: Climate change
impacts/greenhouse gas emissions, Emerging contaminants, and Advancing materials circularity & recycling. Funding:
Varies | LOI Deadline: May 1

Brain Aneurysm Foundation | Research Grants
The Brain Aneurysm Foundation invites applications for basic scientific research directed at early detection, improved
treatment modalities, and technological advances for patients with brain aneurysms. Projects that include translational or
clinical research, early detection, imaging, SAH/SAH complications, and/or AI tools are welcome. Funding: Up to $50,000 |
Application Deadline: May 4

Alzheimer’s Drug Discovery Foundation | Accelerating Drug Discovery for Frontotemporal Degeneration
The ADDF is solicting proposals for lead optimization of novel disease-modifying compounds as well as in vivo testing of
novel lead compounds, biologics, vaccines, or repurposed drug candidates. Target areas of interest include Autophagy,
Epigenetics, Genetic causes of disease (C9ORF72, MAPT, GRN, etc.), Inflammation, Misfolded proteins (TDP-43, tau, FUS
etc.), Mitochondria & metabolic function, neuroprotection, proteostasis, RNA metabolism and splicing, Stress granule
formation and liquid-liquid phase separation, and Synaptic activity & neurotransmitters. Funding: $300,000 | LOI Deadline:
May 11

Children's Heart Foundation | Independent Research Awards
The Children's Heart Foundation supports investigations in clinical cardiology, including surgical and interventional
techniques, as well as translational research and population science for patients with congenital heart defects (CHDs). This
RFP's primary focus is funding research in patients born with structural congenital heart disease, but research in
fetuses/patients with congenital complete heart block as well as investigations focused on the evaluation/treatment of
cardiomyopathy and arrhythmias in patients with underlying CHD are also welcome. Proposals researching pediatric heart
transplantation will be accepted as well. Funding: Up to $300,000 | LOI Deadline: May 20

Health And Environmental Sciences Institute | THRIVE
The HESI THRIVE program offers funding for basic science, clinical, and translational research that enhances our ability to
predict when and how adverse effects may occur in patients who have received cancer treatment and supports the
development of approaches to avoid or lessen these effects. To better understand the biological mechanisms underlying
treatment-related toxicity, THRIVE will fund translational research in the following areas: Fundamental understanding of
toxicity associated with cancer drugs or therapies, Identification and translation of key toxicity biomarkers, Development of in
vivo, in vitro, or in silico models to predict emerging toxicities in pediatric/adult populations, Influence of protective co-
therapies or modified exposure protocols on therapy-induced damage, and/or discovery of novel protective therapies or
dosing strategies. Funding: $50,000 | LOI Deadline: May 11

Research Corporation for Science Advancement | Cottrell Scholars
The Cottrell Scholar program champions the very best early career teacher-scholars in chemistry, physics, and astronomy
by providing significant discretionary awards for research. Outstanding candidates are admitted to the ranks of Cottrell
Scholars through a stringent peer-review process based on their innovative research proposals and academic leadership.
Key criteria for a successful application include the ability to lead strong, innovative research programs, develop impactful
educational initiatives, and contribute meaningfully to academic citizenship. Funding: $120,000 | Application Deadline:
July 1

Corporate Opportunities

Georgia-Pacific | High-Performance Barrier Materials for Fiber-based Food Packaging
This partnering request seeks innovative, non-plastic coatings and additives for fiber-based foodservice products like plates,
cups, and containers. Aimed at navigating evolving environmental regulations like California SB 54, the program targets
technologies at TRL 4–9 that can replace traditional polymers (PE, PP, PET) with sustainable alternatives providing
comparable water, grease, and heat resistance. Georgia-Pacific is particularly interested in mineral-based systems, surface
treatments, or bio-based resins that are compatible with industrial repulping and composting processes. Selected partners
will gain access to GP’s extensive analytical labs for material characterization and performance testing, alongside a budget
for evaluation and pilot-scale trials in commercial manufacturing environments. Recent Q&A updates confirm that GP is
open to CRADA and SPP agreements for National Laboratory researchers and will consider technologies adapted from
other industries, such as food byproduct utilization, provided there is a clear rationale for their efficacy in packaging.
Funding: Compensation will vary and is intended to support defined development activities | Application Deadline:
April 17

Private Company | Highly Sensitive Clinical Methods for Assessing Skin Response
This company is seeking ultra-sensitive, non-invasive testing methods to quantify subclinical skin irritation and moisture
changes caused by extremely low levels of surfactant exposure (< 0.01 mg per cm²). Conventional visual grading and
standard tools like TEWL (Transepidermal Water Loss) or corneometry are insufficient for detecting the subtle differences
between highly optimized, mild formulas. The company is specifically looking for biophysical or analytical measurements—
such as Raman spectroscopy, multiphoton microscopy, or thermal-wave propagation—that can be performed in vivo or on
human skin models to support clinical claims for products like diapers, wipes, and medical bandages. Recent Q&A
clarifications indicate that while the initial preference was for a 2–3 month turnaround, the company is open to more
exploratory projects with timelines up to one year. They are particularly interested in technologies at TRL 5–9 that can
identify early barrier disruption or microvascular changes before they become visible to the naked eye. Funding: Up to
$50,000 for a pilot trial, with access to the company's clinical laboratories and expertise | Application Deadline:
April 17

Private Company | Wheat Protein Processing for Suspension Stability
A global food and nutrition company is seeking non-enzymatic technologies to transform vital wheat gluten into a
suspensible, high-protein matrix suitable for beverages. While enzymatic hydrolysis is the traditional method for reducing
gluten's viscoelasticity, the industry requires faster, more scalable alternatives that avoid long incubation times and microbial
risks. The company is specifically looking for particle engineering (milling), thermo-mechanical restructuring (extrusion), or
microbial-assisted hybrid processes that prevent "lumping" or "stringing" upon hydration. Eligible solutions must be
compatible with high-throughput industrial processing and rely on non-enzymatic routes as the dominant transformation
method. Projects focusing purely on enzymatic hydrolysis, non-food-grade chemical routes, or early-stage research lacking
pilot data (TRL < 5) are considered out of scope. Funding: $10,000–$100,000 for pilot projects or co-development,
along with access to feedstock samples and global R&D expertise | Application Deadline: April 17

Cargill | Downstream Processing for Fermentation-derived Lipid Production
This company is seeking scalable, cost-effective, and sustainable downstream processing (DSP) solutions for lipids derived
from microbial fermentation, addressing bottlenecks in lipid recovery from viscous broths and intracellular accumulation.
Solutions of interest include mechanical, enzymatic, or hybrid lipid release technologies, membrane clarification, solid-liquid
separation for lipid-rich biomass, and energy-efficient solvent or solvent-free recovery systems. Proposed solutions must
enhance lipid yield or reduce the consumption of natural gas, steam, and chemicals, while remaining compatible with
industrial-scale systems and feasible for deployment within 12 to 48 months. Eligible projects must focus on unit operations
such as recovery, clarification, separation, extraction, and purification; however, upstream fermentation solutions (strains,
media, etc.) and lab-only concepts lacking industrial feasibility (TRL < 4) are considered out of scope. Funding: Up to
€100,000 for a proof of concept, plus dedicated mentorship and access to Cargill’s analytical capabilities |
Application Deadline: May 1

Private Company | Advanced Barrier Systems for Paper Packaging
This company seeks next-generation, high-barrier paper structures that align with EU PPWR and California SB54
recycling/composting mandates. The sponsor is specifically targeting fiber engineering, PFAS-free coatings (bio-based or
synthetic), and thin-film technologies (ALD/Plasma) that can maintain a moisture barrier of WVTR < 1 g/m²/24hr and Kit 12
grease resistance after being formed on high-speed equipment (~100 ppm). Proposed systems must fit a basis weight of
30–75 g/m², demonstrate mechanical durability (15N puncture force), and contain less than 5% non-fiber content to ensure
repulpability. Eligible solutions must be compatible with existing HFFS and Stand-up-Pouch machinery and avoid the use of
PE/PET laminates, aluminum foil, or two-sided coatings, which are strictly out of scope. While the company prioritizes
market-ready solutions, they are open to proof-of-concept work (TRL 4–9) and technologies adapted from other sectors,
such as agricultural seed coatings. Funding: $15,000–$100,000 in sponsored research funding, with potential for
licensing or supply contracts for validated materials | Application Deadline: May 1

Private Company | Color Reduction in Food Proteins
This company seeks innovative methods to lighten the dark brown coloration of plant-based proteins, which currently limits
their use in "white meat" applications like chicken or fish analogs. The goal is to transform these ingredients into a white or
light beige state—either through pre-formulation treatments (adsorption, purification), enzymatic/fermentation processing, or
ingredient-based additives—without compromising texture, nutritional value, or structural integrity during high-moisture
extrusion (HME). Solutions must be compliant with US and EU food regulations, avoid synthetic chemicals (specifically no
Titanium Dioxide), and remain stable under extrusion parameters. Recent Q&A updates clarify that while the company is
interested in raw material treatments for their powder-based ingredients, they are especially keen on "final formulation"
solutions that can be applied to a slurry just prior to processing. Funding: Up to $75,000 in sponsored research funding
for proof-of-concept work (TRL 4–9), with opportunities for licensing or supply agreements for market-ready
technologies | Application Deadline: May 1

Springer Nature | Nature Awards AI for Discovery
This award recognizes research groups using artificial intelligence to solve urgent global challenges, targeting applied
scientific research with a strong peer-reviewed foundation (published within the last five years) in three specific categories:
Health & Life Sciences, Energy & Agriculture, and Industry & Manufacturing. Early-career researchers are encouraged to
apply, as proposals will be evaluated on the novelty and potential impact of the AI intervention rather than career length.
Four winners will be awarded a development grant to accelerate research, training and consulting resources with BCG X AI
Science Institute. Funding: $10,000 plus additional resources | Application Deadline: May 27, 11:59 p.m. UTC

Sony | Women in Technology Award with Nature
This award aims to recognize and celebrate the remarkable women spearheading advancements in technology, driving
positive change for society and the planet. Early to mid-career women researchers working in academia, at a research
institution, or an affiliated university spinout are invited to apply. A PhD or equivalent is not required. Three winners will be
selected; at least one winner will be selected in early-career category each year. Applications will be judged on their own
merit and not against different career stages. Funding: $250,000 | Application Deadline: June 5, 7:00 p.m.

Federal Opportunities
Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute | Addressing Sensory Health Needs Across the Lifespan
PCORI is seeking patient-centered, comparative clinical effectiveness research (CER) projects that will inform health
decisions for people with sensory disorders and their families/care partners in the U.S. Special areas of emphasis include:
Increasing screening and early detection for people with sensory health conditions, Improving treatment and care
coordination, Enhancing support services to improve mental health and address stigma experienced by individuals with
sensory health conditions and their families/care partners. Funding: up to $12M | LOI Deadline: April 28
Foundational Expectations for Research Partnerships
April 7th Applicant Town Hall

Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute | Addressing Sensory Health Needs Across the Lifespan
PCORI is seeking patient-centered, comparative clinical effectiveness research (CER) projects that will compare clinical
interventions (e.g., pharmacological and nonpharmacological treatments, screening and diagnostic approaches) and
healthcare delivery system interventions (e.g., workforce, technologies, healthcare service delivery designs) to evaluate
potential benefits and harms of different treatment and care delivery options. Special areas of emphasis include: Addressing
obesity; Diabetes prevention, care, and treatment; Management of urogynecological and pelvic pain; Pain management for
individuals living with sickle cell disease. Funding: up to up to $12M | LOI Deadline: April 28
Foundational Expectations for Research Partnerships
April 9th Applicant Town Hall

Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute | Phased Large Awards for Comparative Effectiveness Research
PCORI is seeking patient-centered, comparative clinical effectiveness research (CER) projects that will fill pertinent
evidence gaps representing decisional dilemmas for patients, caregivers, clinicians, policymakers, and other healthcare
system stakeholders. Investigators must propose an individual-level or cluster-randomized controlled trial. Applicants may
select up to three topic themes that best align with their research, but investigators can opt to pursue non-listed areas of
need for patient-centered CER. Funding: up to $2M for feasibility phase; up to $20M for continuation to full-scale
phase | LOI Deadline: April 28
Foundational Expectations for Research Partnerships
April 8th Applicant Town Hall

Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute | Improving Methods for Conducting Patient-Centered Comparative
Clinical Effectiveness Research
PCORI is soliciting proposals that address important methodological gaps and lead to improvements in the strength/quality
of evidence generated by CER studies. Program priorities include: 1) Methods to support the use of patient-centered
measurement in patient-centered CER, 2) Methods to support the use of real-world data (RWD) in multi-site patient-
centered CER, 3) Methods to improve the use of AI and machine learning in patient-centered CER, and 4) Methods to
improve study design in patient-centered CER. Funding: up to $750,000 | LOI Deadline: April 28
Foundational Expectations for Research Partnerships
April 6th Applicant Town Hall

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation | Vessel Strike Avoidance Fund
This NFWF RFP is offering grants for the development and adoption of innovative technologies that can help reduce vessel
strikes of the endangered North Atlantic right whale (right whale) and other large whales. Proposals must address one or
more of the following program priorities: 1) Research to develop, test, or deploy technologies that aid real-time detection of
right whales and other large whales, especially for higher vessel speeds; 2) Investigations that inform vessel strike
avoidance or reduce strike severity; 3) Studies using whale behavior and biology to inform detection technology; 4) Machine
learning-based models to enable detection of whales in very-high-resolution satellite imagery; and 5) Research to develop
innovative satellite tracking tags for large whales. Projects on innovations relevant to high-risk vessel types and high-speed
operations will be prioritized. NFWF has a smaller amount of funding dedicated to vessel strike avoidance in the Gulf of
Mexico. For this geography only, NFWF will also consider stakeholder awareness and communication proposals (e.g.
mariner and industry outreach, education, or broad information sharing systems) around large whale use of the Gulf and
vessel strike avoidance innovations. Funding: $250,000 - $750,000 | Pre-Proposal Deadline: April 15

 

Internal funding opportunities can be found on the Rice University Creative Ventures Fund webpage.

Proposal & Funding Strategy Support

Navigating the landscape of funding opportunities can be complex, but you're not alone! The Office of Corporate and
Foundation Relations (OCFR) and the Office of Research Development (ORD) are here to support faculty in developing
compelling proposals and crafting effective funding strategies for the RFPs shared in this bulletin and beyond.

How we can help:

Identifying Strategic Funding Matches: We can help you analyze potential funders to determine alignment with your
research or program goals and identify the most promising funding avenues.

Proposal Development Guidance: We offer guidance throughout the proposal process, from outlining your project and
developing a strong narrative to addressing sponsor requirements.

Corporate and Foundation Engagement (OCFR): For opportunities involving corporate or private foundations, OCFR
provides support in understanding funder priorities, tailoring your approach for successful engagement, and cultivating
relationships.

Research Development Resources (ORD): ORD offers a range of resources, including workshops, individual consultations,
and proposal review services, to enhance the competitiveness and impact of your applications.

We encourage you to reach out early in the process so we can provide the most impactful support. Let us partner with you to
turn your innovative ideas into funded realities!

Contact Us:
Office of Corporate and Foundation Relations (OCFR): ocfr@rice.edu
Office of Research Development (ORD): Proposal assistance request form

 

Available Resources

When developing your fundraising
strategy, it can be advantageous to
see what opportunities are posted by
sponsors, including private
foundations and government
agencies. To enable you to do so
effectively, Rice subscribes to Pivot-
RP, a global database of open
research funding opportunities
available for faculty and staff.

To learn more about Pivot-RP, how to
successfully access the database, or
receive technical support from an
OCFR partner visit our internal
website.

Halo is a platform developed
specifically to connect companies to
university researchers to work on
answers to urgent needs. These
projects are specific and range
from$25K - $200K generally, but
ultimately these projects can lead to
broader relationships and continued
partnership. Halo releases RFPs
monthly. You can sign up for regular
updates and access is free and open
to anyone who creates an account.

If you have questions about Halo or
how to navigate it, please contact
OCFR at ocfr@rice.edu.

Rice University is a member of the
University-Industry Demonstration
Project (UIDP), a professional
organization fostering connections
between universities and industry
partners. UIDP focuses on developing
innovative approaches to
collaborative endeavors, providing a
wealth of resources accessible on
their comprehensive website.

This resource is available to anyone
working at Rice, and we strongly
encourage you to make an account to
receive updates.

 

Candid offers a comprehensive
understanding of the social sector by
providing extensive data and
insightful analysis. Their platform
integrates information on nonprofits,
foundations, and grantmaking
activities, alongside current news and
in-depth research. Faculty can utilize
Candid's robust tools to thoroughly
research and verify nonprofit
organizations, effectively identify
potential funding opportunities that
align with their work, and explore a
diverse array of valuable datasets and
information related to the
philanthropic landscape.

Visit Candid's website to discover
their free training programs and a
wide range of other valuable
resources designed to support those
working within and alongside the
social sector.

Foundation Directory is a
comprehensive database providing
detailed profiles of grantmaking
foundations, corporate giving
programs, and federal funders. It
serves as a crucial resource for
identifying potential funding sources
aligned with diverse research areas
and scholarly activities. The directory
offers insights into funders'
priorities, past grant recipients,
application guidelines, and contact
information, empowering faculty to
strategically pursue external funding
opportunities to support their work
at Rice University.

Note: Rice University faculty
interested in accessing the
Foundation Directory should email
OCFR at ocfr@rice.edu to request
login credentials.

Research Data
Management

This presentation equips researchers
with the skills to effectively manage
their research data. Throughout the
session, explore the importance of
data management and creating a data
management plan, and delve into best
practices for organizing,
documenting, storing, sharing, and
archiving your data. The presentation
was curated by the Fondren Library
and draws on best practices and
resources from the University of
Minnesota Libraries, the New
England Collaborative Data
Management Curriculum, and MIT
Libraries.

Access the Research Data
Management Presentation here.

 

Office of Research Development Primer to AI Research Opps

Federal sponsors continue to expand their interests in Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Machine Learning (ML) research. The
new calendar year is chock-full of federal research opportunities focused on developing AI & ML tools capable of addressing
some of the world's most pressing problems. Click the link below for ORD's library of links and funder resources to help
track the sundry AI opportunities that will come out this year.

View AI Opportunities

 

 

This email was sent by the Office of Corporate and Foundation Relations

OCFR works with faculty to develop proposals, navigate the proposal process, coordinate campus visits,
research potential funders, and analyze data to inform strategy.
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