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September 2025

Research Funding Opportunities Bulletin 
A Monthly Digest of Funding Opportunities to Fuel your Research

Welcome to the latest funding bulletin, featuring funding opportunities, resources, and announcements to support your pursuit
of funding. We've refined the layout to make it easier to navigate, now sharing funding opportunities by focus: Multidiscipline,
Science & Engineering, and Social Sciences & Humanities. You'll also find helpful icons that indicate the funding vehicle,
whether it's from a private foundation, a corporate source, or a federal/state agency.
 

Rice University's Master Research Agreements

Master Research Agreements (MRAs) are an effective tool for establishing long-term collaborations between a university and
an organization. At Rice University, we are fortunate to have five MRAs in place with Airbus, Chevron, ExxonMobil, Meta,
and Shell. These agreements create a master set of terms and conditions that apply to multiple research projects,
significantly accelerating the process of setting up new research initiatives. If you are a PI working with an industry colleague
at one of these companies, a new project requires a specific scope of work and a budget to be set up under an existing MRA.

If you are interested in submitting a project under Rice’s MRAs, please contact Matthew Patterson from the Office of
Technology Transfer.

Upcoming Events

RSVP for the Welch Foundation Q&A Session - September 30

Interested in learning more about The Welch Foundation research grants? Join President Adam Kuspa and Director of Grant
Programs Carla Atmar for an overview and Q&A session.

The Welch Foundation is one of the nation's largest private funders of fundamental chemical research in Texas. They offer both a
long-established research grants program and a newer catalyst grants program.

The session will take place on Tuesday, September 30 at noon in Room 510 of the Ralph S. O'Connor Building for Engineering
Science. Box lunches will be provided.

RSVP to Paula Willrich by September 27. Kindly include any dietary restrictions in your response.
 

2nd Annual Research Open House - September 23

The Office of Research invites you to the 2nd Annual Research Open House, a great opportunity to network and connect with
research support offices and colleagues from across all divisions.

Join us to learn about institution-wide resources, meet department representatives, and explore opportunities for collaboration.
Participating offices include:

Office of Sponsored Projects / Office of Pre-Award Administration Services (OSP/OPAS)
Office of Technology Transfer (OTT)
Office of Research Development (ORD)
Controller's Office - Research & Cost Accounting (RCA)
Research Security and Export Controls (RSEC)
Office of Corporate and Foundation Relations (OCFR)
Shared Equipment Authority (SEA)
Department of Chemistry - Chemistry Stockroom

The open house will be held on Tuesday, September 23, from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. in the Rice Memorial Center (RMC) Grand Hall.
Breakfast tacos, coffee, and tea will be provided.

Please RSVP by Friday, September 19, 2025. Breakfast tacos, coffee, and tea will be provided for attendees to enjoy while they
network. For more information, contact OPAS@rice.edu. 

 

Join us at Open House to Discuss Your Funding Needs - September 5

Are you looking to strengthen your research proposal? Curious about corporate, federal, or foundation funding opportunities? Need
guidance on safeguarding your innovations and managing collaborations?

Join OCFR, ORD, and OTT for our monthly Open House at Dandelion Café, held on the first Friday of each month from 9 to 11
a.m. This informal drop-in session is a great opportunity to:

Explore corporate and private funding (OCFR) and public funding (ORD) opportunities.
Share your research and receive personalized advice on funding strategies.
Connect with OTT experts who can advise your research commercialization efforts.

And of course, coffee is on us! We look forward to seeing you there.
 

Rice OTT Connection Corner: Get Expert Tech Transfer Guidance

Have questions about intellectual property, licensing, or commercializing your research? The new OTT Connection Corner offers
virtual drop-in office hours where you can get expert guidance without an appointment.

Whether you're a faculty member with a new discovery, a graduate student exploring entrepreneurship, or staff supporting research
commercialization, our experts are ready to help. We can answer questions about the intellectual property lifecycle, research
contracts, online forms, and general tech transfer procedures.

When: 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of every month
Time: 12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Where: Virtual Zoom Meeting
Password: RiceOTT!

Planning to attend? Let us know ahead of time at techtran@rice.edu so we can have the right expert available for your specific
questions. 

Helpful Links Advancing University–Philanthropy
Partnerships for Sustainable Research

Access the archive of bulletins here.
Check out the private foundations limited submissions
calendar here.
Explore the early career webpage for timely resources
and support.
Check out the Private Foundations Limited
Submission Funding Opportunities web page.

Anchor links

Multidiscipline Opportunities
Science & Engineering Funding Opportunities 
Social Sciences & Humanities Funding Opportunities
Proposal & Strategy Support
Resources and Tools

Explore new strategies for building effective and sustainable
partnerships with philanthropic organizations at the
Advancing University–Philanthropy Partnerships for
Sustainable Research event, hosted by the National
Academies' Government-University-Industry-Philanthropy
Research Roundtable. This half-day session will bring
together leaders from universities, foundations, and industry
to discuss best practices for strengthening research
collaborations.

Date: September 10

Time: 9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. ET

Register here

Ahead of the workshop, panelist Dr. Paige Cooper Byas
discusses her experience transitioning from working as a
scientific researcher to her current role at the Burroughs
Wellcome Fund. Read the full Q&A here.  

Active Limited Submissions

For certain funding opportunities, Rice can only submit a limited number of proposals. When this occurs, we hold internal
competitions to determine which application(s) will be submitted to the sponsor. If you're interested in a limited submission
opportunity, you must complete and submit an internal Notice of Intent and/or an internal Pre-proposal before the internal
deadline(s). An interdisciplinary Research Awards Committee will then review all pre-proposals and inform applicants if they've been
selected to move forward. 
 
Currently active limited submission opportunities:

St. Baldrick's Foundation - Research Grant - $200,000 | Natural Science and Engineering
Internal Deadline: September 30

Coming Soon: Mellon Foundation New Directions Fellowship
The internal competition for the Mellon Foundation's New Directions Fellowship will launch later this month. The fellowship supports
scholars who want to acquire a different set of skills to advance their research in a new and exciting direction. The foundation places a
high value on a fundamental change in intellectual trajectory, so a strong application will clearly articulate how your proposed project
represents a true shift from your current research focus. This award is for mid-career faculty within six to twelve years of receiving
their doctoral degree. 
 
If you have any questions about the limited submissions process, please contact Jalon Martin, the Research Development
Coordinator in the Office of Research.

Multidiscipline Opportunities

National Institutes of Health
Research Experiences and/or Mentoring Networks through Research Education to Enhance Clinician-Scientists' Participation
in NIDCD’s Research (R25 Clinical Trial Not Allowed) - The NIH Research Education Program (R25) supports research education
activities in the mission areas of the NIH. The overarching goal of this R25 program is to support educational activities that help recruit
individuals with specific specialty or disciplinary backgrounds to research careers in biomedical, behavioral and clinical sciences.
Funding: Up to $250,000 | Application Deadline: September 29
 
Pershing Square Foundation
MIND Prize - This prize funds cutting-edge research to predict, prevent, and treat neurodegenerative diseases (NDDs). It
specifically supports early-to-mid-career investigators pursuing interdisciplinary, high-risk, high-reward projects. Applicants must
hold an MD, PhD, or equivalent degree and have between one and eight years of independent research experience as a tenure-track
(or equivalent) faculty member. The prize supports a broad range of research domains, including neurobiology, brain imaging, machine
learning, and synthetic biology, with a clear application to neurodegenerative NDDs. Funding: $750,000 over a three-year term | LOI
Deadline: September 29
 
Tang Prize Foundation
Tang Prize - This prize was established to address global crises like climate change and ethical decline by encouraging
revolutionary efforts toward sustainable development. It recognizes significant contributions in four categories: Sustainable
Development, Biopharmaceutical Science, Sinology, and Rule of Law. Laureates are chosen biennially by an independent
committee of global experts based on the originality and societal impact of their work, irrespective of race or nationality. The prize aims
to provide fresh impetus to 21st-century research, drawing from Chinese philosophical traditions to bring about positive global change.
Funding: $1,530,000 | Nomination Deadline: September 30
 
Metropolitan Museum of Art (MMA)
Conservation and Scientific Research Fellowship - This fellowship is designed to provide support for junior and senior
conservators and scientists. The program provides advanced training and supports independent research projects by giving fellows
access to The Met's collections, staff, libraries, and advanced research facilities. The fellowship is a great opportunity for researchers
who want to work on projects that blend science and art, from exploring the materials used in ancient artifacts to developing
new conservation techniques. Funding: Up to $57,000 | Application Deadline: November 14

Science & Engineering Funding Opportunities Funding Highlight

Corporate Opportunities 

Takeda + Nature
Takeda Innovators in Science Award with Nature - This award recognizes
groundbreaking research by early-career scientists in Gastrointestinal and
Inflammatory Diseases, Neuroscience, and Oncology. It aims to support emerging
scientific leaders who are advancing discoveries with the potential to transform lives. To
be eligible, applicants must be employed as a researcher at a university or research
institution and have obtained their PhD, MD, or equivalent degree after January 1, 2017.
Funding: Category winners receive $75,000 each; one grand prize winner receives
an additional $175,000 | Application Deadline: September 16
 
Corteva
Optimizing water use in cropping systems with water allocation constraints - This
opportunity seeks proposals to help farmers in the western Corn Belt manage limited
water supplies to maintain or improve crop productivity. The focus is on the states of
Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado, Texas, and Oklahoma, where groundwater aquifers
are declining. The proposals should present novel approaches for managing water in
these conditions, from new irrigation technologies to crop management strategies at the
cropping system level. Corteva is open to proposals that include experimental,
modeling, or combined approaches. The accepted Technology Readiness Level (TRL) is
1-9. Funding: Up to $100,000, inclusive of indirect costs up to 10%. | Application
Deadline: September 26

Simons Foundation
 

Targeted Grants to Institutes
 

Funding supports established
educational and nonprofit institutes
and research centers in the
mathematics and physical sciences.

The purpose of the program is to help
institutions extend and enhance their
missions by strengthening
international scientific community
contacts. The program does not
provide primary support for an
institute's core operations or
establishment.

The funding amount includes an
overhead of up to 20% of direct costs
for the institution. The funding is
flexible and based on the specific
needs outlined in the proposal.

Funding: Up to $750K over a
three-year term
Deadline: October 2

 

Corteva
Long-term breeding effects on maize adaptation to climate change - This opportunity seeks proposals to address research gaps in
the long-term impacts of breeding on maize adaptation to climate change. Proposals should use historical "ERA hybrids" to
understand how climate change affects them and how their responses can inform future breeding efforts. The goal is to develop novel
hypotheses and experimental approaches to predict future product performance and trait evolution in maize. Successful applicants will
be provided with seeds from historical Pioneer/Corteva hybrids released from the 1930s to the present. Funding: Up to $100,000,
inclusive of indirect costs up to 10% | Application deadline: September 26
 
Procter & Gamble (P&G)
Innovative spray technologies - This opportunity seeks innovative spray delivery technologies for personal care products like
antiperspirants and sunscreens. The goal is to find new solutions that overcome the challenges of traditional aerosols, such as a gassy
feel, loud noise, and environmental concerns from propellants. Procter & Gamble is interested in new chemical, energized, or
mechanical systems for both liquid and powder formulations. Solutions must be able to spray 0.4-0.7g in 2-4 seconds and achieve
a specific particle size distribution (DV50 of 70 microns). Funding: Up to $100,000 | Application Deadline: September 26
 
NVIDIA
Higher Education Research - This program provides resources to academic researchers to accelerate innovation across various
fields. Successful applicants will receive grants of NVIDIA cloud, hardware, and/or software resources for their projects. The program
accepts proposals in three main areas:

Generative AI: Training and Model Development
Generative AI: Alignment and Inference
Robotics and Edge AI

To be eligible, applicants must be a full-time faculty member at an accredited academic institution that grants research degrees to PhD
students. Click the links for each CFP for additional information regarding eligibility, proposal requirements, and award details.
Funding: Successful applicants receive grants of NVIDIA cloud, hardware, and/or software resources. Awards vary for each
CFP. | Submission Deadline: September 30
 
Kraft Heinz
Material and design innovations in PET bottles for improved product evacuation - This opportunity seeks technologies to
enable near-complete evacuation of condiments from polyethylene terephthalate (PET) bottles, aiming for a 95%+ evacuation
rate. This will improve the consumer experience, reduce food waste, and increase value. Solutions of interest include coatings,
additives, geometric design, or bio-inspired materials. Proposals must be scalable for high-throughput manufacturing, have a clear
path to regulatory approval for food contact in major markets, and be compliant with recyclability regulations. Funding: $25,000 to
$100,000 for a six-month project | Application Deadline: October 31

Federal and State Opportunities 

Department of Energy
Stephen I. Katz Early Stage Investigator Research Project Grant (R01 Clinical Trial Not Allowed) - The Stephen I. Katz Early
Stage Investigator Research Project Grant supports an innovative project that represents a change in research direction for an early
stage investigator (ESI) and for which no preliminary data exist. Applications submitted to this notice of funding opportunity (NOFO)
must not include preliminary data. Applications must include a separate attachment describing the change in research direction. The
proposed project must be related to the programmatic interests of one or more of the participating NIH Institutes and Centers (ICs)
based on their scientific missions. Funding: Unspecified | Application Deadline: September 26
 
National Science Foundation
Security, Privacy, and Trust in Cyberspace (SaTC 2.0) - The Security, Privacy, and Trust in Cyberspace (SaTC 2.0) program aims to
build trust in global cyber ecosystems. Trust is the core tenet of this program and, for the purposes of this solicitation, is broadly
defined to include our confidence in the security, privacy, and resilience of cyberspace, particularly in the face of malicious intent.
Achieving this level of confidence in cyberspace requires not only understanding the vulnerabilities in a system that could be exploited
and how they can be addressed, but also understanding the social and technical dimensions of trust in cyber systems, along with the
educational efforts needed to increase public awareness of risks in cyberspace, and building a well-trained corps of privacy and
security professionals. Funding: Up to $1,200,000 | Application Deadline: September 29
 
Department of Defense (DOD)
Naval Research Laboratory (NRL) Long Range Broad Agency Announcement (BAA) for Basic and Applied Scientific
Research - NRL requests white papers for long-range Science and Technology (S&T) projects which may offer advancement and
improvement potential for Navy and Marine Corps operations. This announcement emphasizes NRL’s broad role in the competitive
funding of meritorious research across a spectrum of science and engineering disciplines. NRL Program Code descriptions and NRL
science and technology pursuits are provided at https://www.nrl.navy.mil/research/directorates-divisions. Funding: Not Applicable |
White Paper Deadline: September 30

Foundation Opportunities

Greenwall Foundation
Faculty Scholars Program - This career development award for early-career faculty members provides funding for innovative
bioethics research that addresses pressing ethical issues in clinical, biomedical, and public health decision-making, policy, and
practice. Applicants must hold a faculty appointment that allows for at least 50% of their effort to be dedicated to research. Priority is
given to applicants who have not yet been considered for tenure or an equivalent promotion and have a demonstrated commitment to
the field of bioethics. Funding: 50% salary support for three-years | LOI Deadline: September 15
 
American Gastroenterological Association Foundation | Early Career
Digestive Cancer Research - This supplemental grant is for early-career investigators who are currently conducting research on
digestive cancer under an existing career development award. It provides funding for one year to support research-related
activities, such as biostatistical support and lab supplies, to help the recipient expand upon their existing work. The program
particularly encourages applications from physician-scientists, women, and racial/ethnic groups that are underrepresented in
biomedical research. The ultimate goal is to support the investigator's successful transition to an independent research career in the
field of digestive cancer. Funding: $40,000 | Application Deadline: September 18
 
American Gastroenterological Association Foundation
Research Award - This research award is designed to support an established, independent investigator working to enhance the
fundamental understanding of gastric cancer. It specifically funds novel research approaches into the disease's pathobiology,
prevention, and treatment, with priority areas including genetics, epidemiology, and gastric mucosal cell biology. Applicants must hold a
doctoral degree, a full-time faculty position at an institution in North America, and be an established researcher in the field. The grant
provides two years of support for direct research activities, including the principal investigator's salary. Funding: $100,000 over a two-
year term | Application Deadline: September 18
 
Brain & Behavior Research Foundation
Distinguished Investigator Grant - Funding provides support to established scientists for innovative research in neuroscience
and psychiatry. The grant supports the development of new treatments, cures, and prevention methods for a range of mental
illnesses. A maximum of 8% of the total budget can be allocated for institutional overhead, which must be included within the total.
Applicants must be a full professor (or equivalent) and have an established, peer-reviewed, and competitively funded scientific
program. The award can only be received once per investigator. The BBRF does not provide feedback on applications. Funding:
$100,000 | Application Deadline: September 25
 
Melanoma Research Alliance (MRA)
Grant Mechanisms - MRA provides several grant mechanisms to support innovative research on the prevention, diagnosis, and
treatment of melanoma. These grants are open to researchers at various career stages and include Young Investigator Awards for
early-career scientists, Pilot Awards for high-risk, high-reward projects, and Team Science Awards that foster collaboration.
For the 2026 cycle, full proposals for Young Investigator and Pilot Awards are due by November 6, 2025, while Team Science Awards
require a Letter of Intent by September 25, 2025. Funding: Up to $900,000 over a three-year term | LOI Deadline: September 25
 
BrightFocus Foundation | New and early investigators + Postdoctoral Fellowship
Alzheimer’s Disease Research - This program provides funding to researchers for groundbreaking projects related to the
understanding, prevention, and treatment of Alzheimer's disease. The program offers two distinct awards to support scientists at
different career stages, focusing on high-risk, high-yield ideas that can lead to significant breakthroughs. The foundation also strongly
encourages applications from individuals from groups that are underrepresented in Alzheimer's research. Funding: Up to $300,000 |
Application Deadline: September 29
 
Kenneth Rainin Foundation
Innovator Awards - This program funds innovative basic and translational research to advance the understanding and treatment
of IBD. This program supports both individual and collaborative projects globally, with a focus on high-impact research. It encourages
the use of advanced technologies like AI, machine learning, and big data analytics, and promotes interdisciplinary
collaborations among scientists and clinicians. The foundation encourages applications from a diverse range of disciplines,
including immunology, microbiology, and computational biology. Funding: Up to $300,000 | LOI Deadline: September 30
 
Simons Foundation | Sabbatical or equivalent leave-eligible faculty
Fellows in Mathematics - This program provides funding to extend a faculty member's sabbatical research leave from one term
to a full academic year. The award is designed to increase creativity and productivity in theoretical mathematics research by
relieving recipients of teaching and administrative duties. The fellowship offers salary replacement for up to 50% of the fellow's
academic-year salary, with a maximum of $125,000. It also includes up to an additional $10,000 for leave-related expenses like travel
for the fellow and their family, housing, and childcare. The home institution receives a 20% overhead on direct costs. Funding: Up to
$162,000 | Application Deadline: October 1
 
Whitehall Foundation
Bioscience Research Grants - Research grants are available to established scientists of all ages. Applications will be judged on the
scientific merit and the innovative aspects of the proposal as well as on the competence of the applicant. Research grants of up to
three years will be provided. A renewal grant with a maximum of two years is possible, but it will be awarded on a competitive basis.
Research grants will not be awarded to investigators who have already received, or expect to receive, substantial support from other
sources, even if it is for an unrelated purpose. Funding: Up to $300,000 over a three-year term | LOI Deadline: October 1
 
Moore Foundation
Experimental Physics Investigators - The initiative supports individual experimental physics researchers and their teams with
flexible funding for innovative research. The program is designed for scientists who have recently earned tenure and are
transitioning to a mid-career stage. The grants are intended to support projects that push the boundaries of various experimental
physics fields, including condensed matter, quantum information, and biophysics. Funding: $1,250,000 over a five-year term | Pre-
Application Deadline: October 14
 
CurePSP
Pathway and Pipeline Grants - This program provides funding to accelerate research into understanding and treating
Progressive Supranuclear Palsy (PSP) and Corticobasal Degeneration (CBD). The funding is divided into two main types:
Pathway Grants and Pipeline Grants. Pathway Grants support fundamental research into the neurobiology and mechanisms of these
diseases, including studies on tau protein, neuroinflammation, and the creation of new preclinical models. Pipeline Grants focus on
translational projects that aim to develop new therapeutics and biomarkers, such as symptomatic drug trials, diagnostic tools, and
rehabilitation strategies. These grants aim to advance both the foundational knowledge and the practical, clinical applications for PSP
and CBD. Funding: $100,000 | Application Deadline: October 15
 
McKnight Foundation
Neurobiology of Brain Disorders Award - This award is a grant for scientists working to apply basic research to human brain
disorders. The award funds various research activities but cannot be used for the recipient's salary. Proposals should provide
mechanistic insights into neurological functions and offer potential paths for therapeutic intervention. Candidates must be
independent investigators and have held a tenured or tenure-track faculty position for at least three years (by October 2022). A single
person can't apply for both the NBD and the McKnight Scholar Awards in the same funding cycle, and if an applicant is unsuccessful
twice, they must wait one year before reapplying. Funding: $300,000 over a three-year term | LOI Deadline: October 15
 
Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation
Innovation Grant - This grant is designed to provide significant seed funding for established researchers with novel approaches
to pediatric oncology. The goal of this grant is to support new research directions and innovative ideas with clinical translation in
view. Applicants must hold an MD, PhD, or MD/PhD (or equivalent) and be appointed as faculty at an academic institution, and have a
strong publication history, including at least one publication as a Senior Corresponding Author. Applicants must have a track record of
research grant productivity with at least one NIH R01 equivalent awarded. Indirect costs are not allowed. Funding: Up to $250,000
over a two-year term | LOI Deadline: October 15
 
Simons Foundation
Collaborations in Ecology and Evolution - This program funds cross-disciplinary research teams working on high-impact projects.
The goal is to address emerging, high-risk areas in ecology and evolution, especially where these two fields intersect, that
may be overlooked by other funding organizations. Each collaboration is expected to receive between $1 million and $4 million
USD per year for a five-year period, with the possibility of a renewal. This funding includes a 20% allowance for indirect costs.
Funding: Up to $4,000,000 per year over a five-year period | LOI Deadline: October 16
 
Foundation Fighting Blindness
Individual Investigator Research Award - This award is designed to fund research with the potential to lead to treatments and
cures for inherited retinal degenerative diseases and dry age-related macular degeneration (dAMD). Funding is intended to
support research trainees (graduate students, postdoctoral, or clinical fellows), technical staff salaries, and research supplies. A
principal investigator's salary can be partially supported, but it cannot exceed 20% of the total annual award. The Foundation does not
provide funds for equipment or indirect administrative costs. The Foundation is interested in proposals that address research gaps in
six priority areas: Genetic Technologies, Restorative Therapies, Novel Medical Therapies, Clinical, Genetics, and Cell and
Molecular Mechanisms of Disease. The foundation gives priority consideration to proposals targeting research gaps for specific
genes, including KIZ, LCA5, MAK, MYO7A, PRPF31, RP1, and SPATA7. Funding: Up to $300,000 over a three-year term | LOI
Deadline: October 16
 
American Academy of Neurology
Sheila Essey Award - This award recognizes an individual who has made significant research contributions in the search for
the cause, prevention, or cure for ALS. Presented by a collaboration of organizations, the award aims to support a researcher
whose work has had a major and lasting scientific impact on the field of ALS. Judges will evaluate applications based on the
candidate's CV and track record, the innovation and impact described in their summary letter, the strength of the support letter from a
colleague, and the candidate's overall impact on the field. Funding: $50,000 | Application Deadline: October 21
 
Ann Theodore Foundation
Learning Opportunities in Medicine and Sarcoidosis - This initiative provides funding to support early-career researchers
interested in sarcoidosis. The program aims to strengthen the field's talent pipeline by offering grants for innovative research and
mandatory mentorship from experienced sarcoidosis experts. To be eligible, an applicant must be an early-career investigator with a
doctorate degree who is within the first five years of an independent faculty appointment. Applicants must not have previously obtained
a major independent research grant like an NIH R01. The maximum indirect cost rate is 15%. Funds can cover a variety of expenses,
including PI and staff salaries, equipment, supplies, patient recruitment, and travel. Funding: Up to $200,000 over a two-year term |
Application Deadline: October 27
 
Simons Foundation
Collaborations in Mathematics and the Physical Sciences - This program supports groups of outstanding scientists working
together on fundamental scientific questions in mathematics, theoretical physics, and theoretical computer science. The goal
is to address major, timely topics where new developments have created novel opportunities for exploration. The funding can be used
for a variety of expenses, including salary support for the collaboration director and PIs (up to one month of summer salary), teaching
reductions for the director, support for students and staff, conferences, travel, equipment, and administrative costs. Funding: Up to
$8,000,000 over a four-year term | LOI Deadline: October 29
 
BrightFocus Foundation
National Glaucoma Research Grant - Funding supports pioneering research aimed at understanding, preventing, and treating
glaucoma. This award is designed for researchers who have already collected some preliminary data and need additional
funding to make significant progress before applying for larger grants from government or industry sources. Funding: $150,000 over a
two-year term | Application Deadline: October 30
 
BioInnovation Institute (BII)
Prize for Innovation - BII and the journal Science have partnered to offer two annual awards that recognize and celebrate innovative
life science researchers. The BII & Science Prize for Innovation recognizes researchers at the intersection of life science and
entrepreneurship, while the BII & Science Translational Medicine Prize for Innovations in Women’s Health recognizes
researchers who have developed innovative advances with translational potential to impact women's health globally. Both prizes are
intended to encourage scientists to translate their research into solutions that can benefit people and the planet. Funding: Up to
$25,000 | Application Deadline: November 1
 
Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation | Consortium Award (2 Institutions minimum)
Crazy 8 Initiative Grant Program - Funding will support collaborative, innovative research aimed at developing better and less
toxic treatments for pediatric brain tumors. This is a consortium award, requiring a team of researchers from at least two
institutions to pool their expertise. The program is designed to address a critical need for new therapies for brain and spinal cord
malignancies, which are often difficult to treat and have significant side effects. The initiative seeks proposals that will develop
unprecedented treatment options for pediatric and adolescent brain tumors. Areas of interest include novel targeted therapies,
overcoming the blood-brain barrier, creating cutting-edge preclinical models, and reducing the toxicity of treatments. Funding: Up to
$5,000,000 over a four-year term | LOI Deadline: November 5

Social Sciences & Humanities Funding Opportunities Funding Highlight

Foundation Opportunities

Arnold Ventures
Causal Research on the Impacts of Legalized Sports Betting - This RFP seeks
rigorous, causal research to address the significant evidence gap surrounding
the financial, social, and behavioral impacts of legalized sports betting. It
supports both RCTs and rigorous QEDs to produce actionable insights for
policymakers, regulators, and advocates, especially at the state level. Funding:
~$400,000 | LOI Deadline: September 15
 
Robert Lehman Foundation
Visual Arts Access and Education - Funding priorities include visual arts
exhibitions that offer strong intellectual and scholarly contributions to both
classical and contemporary art, as well as art education programs designed for
underserved communities with limited access to arts learning. The foundation also
supports art history lectureships that bring noted art historians and artists to colleges
to enrich curricula and broaden exposure for students and faculty, and occasionally
provides funding for impactful capital projects that expand cultural programming and
audience access. Funding: Up to $50,000 | Application Deadline: September 15
 
Wyeth Foundation
Publication Grant - This grant provides funding to help publish scholarly books on
American, Canadian, and Mexican art. It supports projects with high scholarly merit
that might be difficult to publish due to a small market, high costs, or a focus on
underrepresented topics. Eligible manuscripts must be under contract with a College
Art Association (CAA) institutional member and can include museum catalogs with
significant scholarship. The grant does not fund articles, technical reports, collections
of previously published essays, or self-published manuscripts. Funding: Up to
$25,000 | Application Deadline: September 15
 
American Psychological Foundation | Graduate Students + Early Career
Bruce and Jane Walsh Grant - Funding supports research on how personality,
culture, and environment influence work behavior and health. This grant is
intended for graduate students or early-career researchers who are no more than
10 years postdoctoral. Preference is given to early-career psychologists and projects
that serve as pilot studies or "demonstration projects" that can be generalized to
broader settings. Funding: $21,500 | Application Deadline: September 18

Social Science Research
Council

 

Economic Research
Rescue Fund

 

This fund provides emergency grants
to economic research projects that
have had their National Science
Foundation (NSF) funding abruptly
terminated. The program aims to
mitigate the disruption of work that
has been rigorously peer-reviewed
and promises significant societal
benefits. To be eligible, a project must
have had an NSF funding award
before June 1, 2025, that was
subsequently terminated, cancelled,
or suspended. The original NSF
proposal must also contain the
curriculum vitae (CV) of at least one
practicing Ph.D. economist.

Funding: $25K to $250K
Deadline: Rolling; funds are
limited - grant seekers should
apply as soon as possible

 

Moore Fellows Program
 

The Moore Inventor Fellows
Program is no longer an active
program at the Gordon and Betty
Moore Foundation. In Spring 2025,
the foundation selected their tenth
and final cohort, and the foundation
is no longer inviting invitations for
this program. For more information,
visit their website.

 

Charles Bronfman Prize | Jewish values
This prestigious award recognizes young humanitarians for their innovative work, which is grounded in Jewish values and
provides a universal benefit to humanity. The prize aims to inspire future generations by celebrating dynamic leaders who have
created measurable and significant positive change in the world. To be eligible, nominees must be individuals or teams (not
organizations), be under the age of 50 by the close of the nomination period, self-identify as Jewish, and demonstrate
universal regard for humanity. Nominees must be nominated by others. The prize is open to humanitarians in a broad range of
disciplines, including but not limited to the environment, genetics, human rights, and public education. Funding: $100,000 |
Nomination Deadline: September 19
 
Dan David Foundation
Dan David Foundation - This international award recognizes outstanding contributions to the study of the human past. The
prize is given in recognition of early to mid-career scholars and practitioners and their achievements and to support their future
work. Nominees can come from any field related to the human past, including academic disciplines like history, archaeology, and
art history, as well as non-academic fields such as public history, museum curation, and documentary filmmaking. To be
eligible, academic nominees must have a PhD and have published at least one major work, while non-academics must have
completed a major project. Applicants must be no more than 15 years into their post-PhD or post-first-major-project career stage,
with allowances made for career breaks. Self-nominations are not permitted. Funding: $300,000 | Nomination Deadline:
September 24
 
American Council of Learned Societies
ACLS Fellowships - This program provides grants for scholars in the humanities and interpretive social sciences. It supports
outstanding scholarly projects at any stage, from beginning research to final writing. Applicants must have a PhD in the
humanities or interpretive social sciences by the application deadline. They must also be U.S. citizens, permanent residents, or
have specific legal statuses, and foreign nationals who have lived in the U.S. for at least three years are also eligible. Funding: Up
to $60,000 | Application Deadline: September 25
 
New York Public Library
Cullman Center Fellowship - This international fellowship program is for academics, independent scholars, creative writers,
and visual artists. Each year, it appoints 15 Fellows for a nine-month term, from September through May, providing them with a
space to work and a community for intellectual exchange. The program is open to individuals whose work will benefit directly from
using the collections at the Stephen A. Schwarzman Building. This includes academics, independent scholars, and creative writers
such as novelists, playwrights, and poets. Visual artists working on a book project are also encouraged to apply. Funding: $90,000 |
Application Deadline: September 26
 
Caplan Foundation
Early Childhood R&D Grants - Grants provide seed funding for innovative research and development projects aimed at improving
the welfare of young children in the United States, from birth through age seven. The foundation seeks to support imaginative
proposals in areas such as parenting education, early childhood welfare, and early childhood education and play. Projects
should have a high likelihood of national impact and be of significant interest to professionals in the field, with a focus on ideas that
challenge the status quo. Funding: ~$56,000 | Application Deadline: September 30
 
Chapman Prize
The prize recognizes individuals and organizations who have made significant contributions to society. Established by the Daniel and
Barbara Chapman Trust, the annual award focuses on a different theme each year, with the 2025 theme being Economic
Prosperity. The prize is open to U.S. citizens or U.S.-based nonprofits that have been conducting charitable work for at least three
years and can demonstrate a clear impact in this year's focus area. Funding: Up to $100,000 | Application Deadline: September
30
 
Getty Foundation
Scholars Program - This program offers residential grants for established scholars and professionals to conduct innovative
research on art and its histories. The program supports a global community of scholars to collaborate and develop new work, with
a residency at either the Getty Center or Getty Villa. The annual theme for the 2026–2027 academic year is Provenance. The
program is seeking proposals that explore provenance and related topics, such as the history of collecting, the art market, and the
ownership of art objects from all world regions and time periods. The Getty encourages projects that critique and envision the future
of provenance studies, especially in relation to art restitution efforts. Applicants must have received their PhD before September 1,
2022. The Getty also encourages applications from scholars who focus on African American art history, with projects that align
with both the annual theme and the African American Art History Initiative. Funding: $65,000 | Application Deadline: October 1
 
Borchard Foundation Center on Law & Aging
Academic Research Grant Program - This program supports scholarly research on public policies, laws, and programs that
improve the quality of life for older adults. The grant aims to fund projects that analyze existing policies or propose new ones to
meet the needs of the aging population. Grant funds can be used for reasonable compensation for investigators, consultants, and
research assistants; research materials; and other necessary expenses. Funds cannot be used for university overhead,
administrative charges, or dissertation/thesis research. Funding: Up to $20,000 | Application Deadline: October 15
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Exploring Equitable Futures - The grant aims to fund projects that challenge the status quo and offer new strategies to
dismantle structural racism, thereby fostering a more equitable future. Proposals should focus on one or more of the RWJF
Prioritized Systems, with a specific emphasis on reimagining the Health Science Knowledge System. This includes exploring how
trends like artificial intelligence and declining trust in institutions affect health science, how a new system could produce and use
evidence rooted in equity and justice, and who gets to frame research questions and define what constitutes evidence in an equitable
future. Funding: The award amount isn't fixed; request the total funding needed for your project, including direct & indirect
costs. | Application Deadline: October 15
 
Institute for Citizens & Scholars | Junior Faculty
Career Enhancement Fellowship - This fellowship supports outstanding junior faculty in the humanities and humanistic social
sciences. This program aims to broaden the range of perspectives on college campuses and promote new scholarly voices in
various disciplines. Fellows receive a stipend, funding for research and travel, and join a supportive network of scholars through a
professional development retreat. The fellowship is for junior faculty who are committed to both innovative research and active
campus engagement. Funding: $35,000 | Application Deadline: October 24
 
Howard Foundation
Advancing Creative and Literary Scholarship - Fellowships support early-to-mid-career individuals for independent projects in
specific fields, which for 2026 are Fiction and Poetry and Literary Studies. The fellowships are administered at Brown University
and are intended to provide artists and scholars with time to complete new work. Applicants must have completed at least one major
project and show potential for leadership in their field. Applicants must upload a three-page project description for a new work, a two-
page curriculum vitae, and a writing sample (up to 20 pages) or audio/visual samples. Two letters of recommendation are also
required. Funding: $40,000 | Application Deadline: November 1

 

Internal funding opportunities can be found on the Rice University Creative Ventures Fund webpage.

Proposal & Funding Strategy Support

Navigating the landscape of funding opportunities can be complex, but you're not alone! The Office of Corporate and
Foundation Relations (OCFR) and the Office of Research Development (ORD) are here to support faculty in developing
compelling proposals and crafting effective funding strategies for the RFPs shared in this bulletin and beyond.
 
How we can help:

Identifying Strategic Funding Matches: We can help you analyze potential funders to determine alignment with your
research or program goals and identify the most promising funding avenues.
Proposal Development Guidance: We offer guidance throughout the proposal process, from outlining your project and
developing a strong narrative to addressing sponsor requirements.
Corporate and Foundation Engagement (OCFR): For opportunities involving corporate or private foundations, OCFR
provides support in understanding funder priorities, tailoring your approach for successful engagement, and cultivating
relationships.
Research Development Resources (ORD): ORD offers a range of resources, including workshops, individual consultations,
and proposal review services, to enhance the competitiveness and impact of your applications.

We encourage you to reach out early in the process so we can provide the most impactful support. Let us partner with you to
turn your innovative ideas into funded realities!
 
Contact Us:

Office of Corporate and Foundation Relations (OCFR): ocfr@rice.edu
Office of Research Development (ORD): Proposal assistance request form

Available Resources

When developing your fundraising

strategy, it can be advantageous to see

what opportunities are posted by

sponsors, including private

foundations and government agencies.

To enable you to do so effectively, Rice

subscribes to Pivot-RP, a global

database of open research funding

opportunities available for faculty and

staff..

To learn more about Pivot-RP, how to

successfully access the database, or

receive technical support from an

OCFR partner visit our internal

website.

Halo is a platform developed

specifically to connect companies to

university researchers to work on

answers to urgent needs. These

projects are specific and range from

$25K - $200K generally, but ultimately

these projects can lead to broader

relationships and continued

partnership. Halo releases RFPs

monthly. You can sign up for regular

updates and access is free and open to

anyone who creates an account.

If you have questions about Halo or

how to navigate it, please contact

OCFR at ocfr@rice.edu.

Rice University is a member of the

University-Industry Demonstration

Project (UIDP), a professional

organization fostering connections

between universities and industry

partners. UIDP focuses on developing

innovative approaches to collaborative

endeavors, providing a wealth of

resources accessible on their

comprehensive website. 

This resource is available to anyone

working at Rice, and we strongly

encourage you to make an account to

receive updates.

Candid offers a comprehensive

understanding of the social sector by

providing extensive data and insightful

analysis. Their platform integrates

information on nonprofits,

foundations, and grantmaking

activities, alongside current news and

in-depth research. Faculty can utilize

Candid's robust tools to thoroughly

research and verify nonprofit

organizations, effectively identify

potential funding opportunities that

align with their work, and explore a

diverse array of valuable datasets and

information related to the

philanthropic landscape.

Visit Candid's website to discover

their free training programs and a

wide range of other valuable resources

designed to support those working

within and alongside the social sector.

Foundation Directory is a

comprehensive database providing

detailed profiles of grantmaking

foundations, corporate giving

programs, and federal funders. It

serves as a crucial resource for

identifying potential funding sources

aligned with diverse research areas

and scholarly activities. The directory

offers insights into funders' priorities,

past grant recipients, application

guidelines, and contact information,

empowering faculty to strategically

pursue external funding opportunities

to support their work at Rice

University.

Note: Rice University faculty

interested in accessing the Foundation

Directory should email OCFR at

ocfr@rice.edu to request login

credentials.

Research Data
Management

This presentation equips researchers

with the skills to effectively manage

their research data. Throughout the

session, explore the importance of

data management and creating a data

management plan, and delve into best

practices for organizing, documenting,

storing, sharing, and archiving your

data. The presentation was curated by

the Fondren Library and draws on best

practices and resources from the

University of Minnesota Libraries, the

New England Collaborative Data

Management Curriculum, and MIT

Libraries. 

Access the Research Data

Management Presentation here.

 

 

This email was sent by the Office of Corporate and Foundation Relations
OCFR works with faculty to develop proposals, navigate the proposal process, coordinate

campus visits, research potential funders, and analyze data to inform strategy.

P.O. Box 1892 MS-84 | Houston, Texas 77251-1892 | 713-348-4637

Privacy Policy | Unsubscribe | Update your Information

 

mailto:pattersonmc@rice.edu
https://riceconnect.rice.edu/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwelch1.org%2f&srcid=430002&srctid=1&erid=faf21ae4-134a-446c-acbf-a76b8b4cb4b7&trid=faf21ae4-134a-446c-acbf-a76b8b4cb4b7
mailto:pw52@rice.edu
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdeHvYv0duW7cMvUu4ISTPOCb8aScOJ-9IG_m9dJKNk1OZFcg/viewform
mailto:OPAS@rice.edu
https://riceconnect.rice.edu/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2focfr.rice.edu%2f&srcid=413312&srctid=1&erid=a7478d44-45df-4144-92ed-3e1dadec3f28&trid=a7478d44-45df-4144-92ed-3e1dadec3f28
https://riceconnect.rice.edu/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fresearch.rice.edu%2fopd%2f&srcid=413312&srctid=1&erid=a7478d44-45df-4144-92ed-3e1dadec3f28&trid=a7478d44-45df-4144-92ed-3e1dadec3f28
https://riceconnect.rice.edu/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fresearch.rice.edu%2fott%2f&srcid=413312&srctid=1&erid=a7478d44-45df-4144-92ed-3e1dadec3f28&trid=a7478d44-45df-4144-92ed-3e1dadec3f28
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r/eventedit/ZG1xbmFqb2M2dDlvMXJuMjg2cm9nZHJkYnJfMjAyNTA5MDVUMTQwMDAwWiBocjMwQHJpY2UuZWR1
https://riceuniversity.zoom.us/j/94220044326?pwd=q43fW8aw2u24obvts6wK3ejr2bu8E5.1
mailto:techtran@rice.edu
https://ocfr.rice.edu/funding-opportunities-bulletin-archive
https://ocfr.rice.edu/discover/cal
https://ocfr.rice.edu/early-career
https://ocfr.rice.edu/discover/cal
https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/45471_09-2025_advancing-university-philanthropy-partnerships-for-sustainable-research?utm_source=GUIRR&utm_campaign=08efb25b00-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_08_26_02_05&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-08efb25b00-128246125#sectionWebFriendly
https://nas-sec.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_x3vTp7deRUOeUubdLOgt7g#/registration
https://nationalacademies.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5dc4a6f3f17fd11adf3be4912&id=b46591f820&e=c4316e5491
https://rice.infoready4.com/#limitedsubs
https://rice.infoready4.com/#freeformCompetitionDetail/1992666
https://www.mellon.org/article/new-directions-fellowships
mailto:jalon.martin@rice.edu?subject=Limited%20Submission%20Inquiry
https://research.rice.edu/ord/
https://pivot.proquest.com/funding_opps/6ad66073-c451-4961-9ee4-d1d75de8f0f3
https://pershingsquarephilanthropies.org/initiatives/programs/mind-prize
https://www.tang-prize.org/en/origin.php?cat=102
https://www.metmuseum.org/opportunities/fellowships/conservation-and-scientific-research-fellowship
https://www.nature.com/immersive/innovatorsinscience/for-applicants/index.html
https://www.halo.science/request_for_solutions/optimizing-water-use-in-cropping-systems
https://www.simonsfoundation.org/grant/targeted-grants-to-institutes/?utm_source=Simons+Foundation&utm_campaign=bddb4f55a5-SF_MONTHLY_NEWSLETTER_AUGUST_2025&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-3984777585-746271554
https://www.halo.science/request_for_solutions/long-term-breeding-effects-on-maize
https://www.halo.science/request_for_solutions/technology-innovation-for-sprays
https://www.nvidia.com/en-us/industries/higher-education-research/academic-grant-program/#nv-accordion-57fe9a47bc-item-53135a750f
https://nvdam.widen.net/s/hpqvt9ptd6/her-copy-and-design-grant-program-cfps-gen-ai-and-llm-3370121-r2
https://nvdam.widen.net/s/xnbkh6bcpt/her-grant-program-cfps-gen-ai-alignment-and-inference
https://nvdam.widen.net/s/wphwfb9tpd/her-grant-program-cfps-edge-ai-3424582-r4
https://www.halo.science/request_for_solutions/pet-bottle-product-evacuation
https://pivot.proquest.com/funding_opps/958f40d9-3f44-4b36-bad2-d1d75de8f0f3
https://pivot.proquest.com/funding_opps/d8269bc9-403b-47e1-b9d6-d1d75de8f0f3
https://pivot.proquest.com/funding_opps/9d4fecda-45b8-41e4-a53e-d1d75de8f0f3
https://greenwall.org/faculty-scholars-program/scholars-rfp-2025-2026
https://gastro.org/research-and-awards/apply-for-awards/award/aga-caroline-craig-augustyn-damian-augustyn-award-in-digestive-cancer/
https://gastro.org/research-and-awards/apply-for-awards/award/aga-r-robert-sally-funderburg-research-award-in-gastric-cancer/
https://bbrfoundation.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/2026-DI-Guidelines-w-(FS).pdf
https://www.curemelanoma.org/research/request-for-proposals/mra-grant-mechanisms
https://www.brightfocus.org/about/for-scientists/apply-for-a-research-grant/alzheimers-disease-research-request-for-proposals/
https://krfoundation.org/grants/funding-opportunities/innovator-awards/
https://www.simonsfoundation.org/grant/simons-fellows-in-mathematics/?utm_source=Simons+Foundation&utm_campaign=bddb4f55a5-SF_MONTHLY_NEWSLETTER_AUGUST_2025&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-3984777585-746271554
https://whitehall.org/#grant-programs
https://whitehall.org/#grant-programs
https://www.moore.org/initiative-additional-info?initiativeId=moore-investigators-in-experimental-physics-initiative&utm_source=mailchimp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=science&utm_id=epi2026&utm_term=epi&utm_content=pa2026call
https://www.psp.org/for-researchers
https://www.mcknight.org/programs/the-mcknight-endowment-fund-for-neuroscience/neurobiology-of-brain-disorders-award/
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:c3ec182a-312b-4b73-a2e4-8b18d82d1e9c
https://www.simonsfoundation.org/grant/simons-collaborations-in-ecology-and-evolution/
https://www.fightingblindness.org/individual-investigator-research-award
https://www.aan.com/research/sheila-essey-award-for-als-research
https://milkeninstitute.org/content-hub/rfps/request-proposals-ann-theodore-foundation-learning-opportunities-medicine-and-sarcoidosis
https://www.simonsfoundation.org/grant/simons-collaborations-in-mathematics-and-the-physical-sciences/
https://www.brightfocus.org/about/for-scientists/apply-for-a-research-grant/glaucoma-apply-for-grant/
https://bii.dk/community/prizes/
https://www.alexslemonade.org/sites/default/files/images/alsf1/downloads/c8_brain_tumor_final_draft_8.7.pdf
https://www.arnoldventures.org/causal-research-on-the-impacts-of-legalized-sports-betting?utm_source=Arnold+Ventures+Newsletter&utm_campaign=9c9b4ec179-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_04_09_04_02_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-ff3adc73f9-155382872
https://robertlehmanfoundation.org/
https://www.collegeart.org/programs/publishing-grants/wyeth
https://ampsychfdn.org/funding/walsh-grant/
https://www.ssrc.org/programs/economic-research-rescue-fund/
https://www.moore.org/initiative-strategy-detail?initiativeId=moore-inventor-fellows
https://thecharlesbronfmanprize.org/about/
https://dandavidprize.org/nominate/
https://www.acls.org/competitions/acls-fellowships/
https://pivot.proquest.com/funding_opps/1eb5a0bf-a7f3-41c7-8441-d1d75de8f0f3
https://earlychildhoodfoundation.org/#program-guidelines
https://www.chapmanprize.org/prize-program/406abe7f-7088-482f-a00c-488d9abfaafa
https://www.getty.edu/projects/getty-scholars-program/
https://www.borchardcla.org/academic-research-grants/application-process
https://www.rwjf.org/en/grants/active-funding-opportunities/2025/exploring-equitable-futures.html
https://www.rwjf.org/en/our-vision/focus-areas.html
https://www.rwjf.org/en/our-vision/focus-areas/systems/health-science-knowledge-system.html
http://citizensandscholars.org/career-enhancement-fellowship/
https://howardfoundation.smapply.org/
https://research.rice.edu/cvent/
https://ocfr.rice.edu/
https://research.rice.edu/opd/
mailto:ocfr@rice.edu?subject=Proposal%20&%20Funding%20Strategy%20Support
https://research.rice.edu/opd/proposal-assistance-request
https://ocfr.rice.edu/pivot-rp-database-funding-opportunities
https://www.halo.science/
mailto:ocfr@rice.edu
http://www.uidp.org/
https://candid.org/
https://fconline.foundationcenter.org/
mailto:ocfr@rice.edu?subject=Request%20for%20Foundation%20Directory%20login%20credentials
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn%3Aaaid%3Ascds%3AUS%3A03826338-bce4-38c9-b2e1-b227caba0dfc

